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of physicians during one thousand four hundred and six-
teen years continued on this principle, until the time of
the physician Minos, who considered it to be erroneous to
rely on experience alone, and accordingly added theoretical
rules to it, which were followed by physicians during seven
hundred and eleven years, until the time of Parmeuides
the physician, who entirely rejected experience, and prac-
tised medicine exclusively on theoretical rules. After his
death a schism took place among his disciples, some of
whom adhered to experience and others to theory, whilst
others, again, maintained that the science of medicine
consisted in the practice of a few tricks. This dissension
lasted till the time of Aflatiin, who investigated the tenets
of the ancients, and discovered that practice without
theory is equally dangerous as the latter without the
former. He burnt the writings of both parties, but re-
served his confidence for the books of the ancients, who
combined experience and rules with each other.

One thousand four hundred and twenty years after the
decease of Aflatun the physician, Asqlabios the second was
born, who approved of that philosopher's opinion, and acted
according to it. After his death, and that of Mostafida-
nosh, who practised medicine contrary to his method,
Boqrat was the most celebrated physician who perfected
experimental medicine. When he perceived that this
science had begun to decline, on account of the exclusion
of foreigners from its study, he wrote a compendium of it,
and allowed everybody to profit thereby; he also ordered
his sons not to spare any pains in propagating this know-
ledge. In this manner that noble science was made
accessible to all, and the precepts of Boqrat became uni-
versally known.

It is related that one of the kings of Persia despatched a
messenger to Fillaqis, king of the island of Foftkad, which
was the birthplace of Boqrat, with a request to send him
the physician, to defray whose travelling expenses the said
envoy had brought one hundred and twenty rattals of
gold, each rattal consisting of ninety mithqals. As Fil-